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Historically Motivated Issue

 Rural electrification of the 1930s

 Rural electric cooperatives

 Connecting rural economies to the rest of the country

 Necessary for economic development

 Broadband expansion 2020s

 Growing reliance on virtual connectivity (COVID-19)

 Education, labor access, employment, health

 Necessary for economic development
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Why is Broadband Important?

 Increases access to Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT)

 Competitiveness

 Labor access to remote work

 Alleviate urban congestion with less commuting

 Access to online educational resources and institutions

 Innovation

 Lowers consumer search and information cost

 COVID-19



what does REMI say? sm

Why is Broadband Important 
for Rural Economies?

 Competitiveness
 Site selection
 Local business access to larger markets and cooperative 

opportunities 

 Economic Diversity
 Access to remote work
 Attract new business

 Population improvement
 Access to remote work
 Amenity

 Equity
 Remote access to educational resources
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The Digital Divide

2017 Census

Cencus.gov
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Mississippi Broadband 
Access by County

% population with access to 
25mbps download speed 
coverage.
Broadbandnow.com

Key:
Light: 0% coverage
Medium: 50% coverage
Dark: 100% coverage

Broadbandnow.com
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Mississippi County 
Breakdown

Broadbandnow.com, IndexMundi, Mississippi demographics by Cubit
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Mississippi County 
Breakdown
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Mississippi Population and 
Broadband Coverage
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Broadband Policy

 Biden campaign promises
 Expand broadband or wireless broadband via 5G
 Invest $20 billion in rural broadband infrastructure
 Increase funding for rural broadband expansion grants

 “Community Connect”

 Support municipally owned broadband networks
 Digital Equity Act

 Broadband access and affordability

 FCC
 Emergency Broadband Benefit Program

 Congress directed $3.2 billion to help Americans pay broadband 
bills

Joebiden.com, (Wayne Rash, 2021)
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Broadband Policy Modeling

 Why Model?

 Grant and other funding application

 Know how to invest in your regional economy

 Know your regional economic impact

 Analyze and increase efficacy of economic 
development efforts

 Make data driven project proposals

 Make data driven arguments to defend projects and 
spending
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Modeling Broadband Policy

 Affect the 30 Mississippi counties with broadband 
coverage below 70%

 Increase labor productivity in Manufacturing and Service 
industries
 5% Manufacturing
 10% Services

 Fornefeld, Delaunay, Elixmann with MICUS on behalf of the European 
Commission

 Increase government spending in Mississippi
 Broadband affordability and maintenance funding

 Increase construction and telecommunication sales
 Construction of infrastructure
 Internet consumption

(Fornefeld et al., 2008)
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Conclusions

 Broadband expansion is necessary for rural 
economic development

 Jobs, income, population

 Economic modeling is necessary to determine the 
efficacy of economic development initiatives in a 
region
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Questions

 Put your questions in the webinar questions chat

 You may email Alexandra Burelbach at 
Alexandra.Burelbach@remi.com with further 
questions or requests

mailto:Alexandra.Burelbach@remi.com

