
Economic Impact Analysis of the 
Calhoun Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) 
Fixed Transit Route Service
Jennifer Green, Director
Center for Economic Development and Business Research

REMI Users Conference
October 24, 2024 



Data Used for Study
EARPDC Transit Service Study and Action Plan Final Report 
– June 26, 2023 

• Evaluation of the Existing ACTS Fixed Route System
• New Fixed Route Service in Jacksonville
• Development of a Maintenance Facility



Data Used for Study Con’t
Existing Areawide Community Transportation System (ACTS) Fixed Route 
Transit Services – Ridership numbers FY2016 – June, 2023 - JRWA

• ACTS currently operates within Anniston, Oxford, portions of 
Weaver and Hobson City, with equivalent paratransit services 
operated within the same geography.

• Demand-response public transit services are available in 
Piedmont and the areas of Calhoun County outside te cities. 
Similarly, demand-response rural public transit services are 
provided in Cherokee, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa and Talladega 
Counties



Data Used for Study Con’t
Existing Areawide Community Transportation System (ACTS) Fixed Route 
Transit Services – Ridership numbers FY2016 – June, 2023 - JRWA

Source: Libby Messick, EARPDC



The Geography
Existing Areawide Community 
Transportation System (ACTS) Fixed 
Route

Source: JRWA Report, August 2023



The Geography

Proposed Jacksonville, AL Route

Source: JRWA Report, August 2023



Data Used for Study Con’t
Existing Areawide Community Transportation System (ACTS) Fixed Route 
Transit Services – Ridership numbers FY2016 – June, 2023 - JRWA

Source: Libby Messick, EARPDC



Data Used for Study Con’t
City of Jacksonville Transit Ridership Estimates – Provided by JRWA 
dated August 7, 2023

January 2023 February 2023 March 2023 April 2023 May 2023 June 2023

Riders
(monthly)

1,340 1,533 1,641 1,259 1,435 1,252

What projected ridership for Jacksonville Transit could have looked like for 2023 based on actual 
ridership numbers for the same months from existing fixed route. 

Equates to roughly 65 passengers per day. 



Economic Impact for Revised Route 
Recommendations – Compiling the Data

TranSight Model TS-ALwin20.70
Two Regions: Calhoun County and the rest of Alabama

Existing Fixed Route Costs

FY 2020 $882,419.94

FY 2021 $796,894.09

FY 2022 $860,572.86

Source: Libby Messick, EARPDC



Economic Impact for Revised Route 
Recommendations – Compiling the Data

2023 Projected Population for Calhoun County MPO Area = 110,301
Source: REMI TranSight Model



Economic Impact for Revised Route 
Recommendations – Compiling the Data

Bureau of Transportation Statistics Data

From January 2022 to May 2023, the average monthly number of trips in the 
Calhoun County MPO area was approximately 440,130.59

Source: https://data.bts.gov/Research-and-Statistics/Trips-by-Distance-Daily-Average-by-Month/bnhp-2ktx/data

https://data.bts.gov/Research-and-Statistics/Trips-by-Distance-Daily-Average-by-Month/bnhp-2ktx/data


Economic Impact for Revised Route 
Recommendations – Compiling the Data

Average Ridership of Calhoun County MPO ACTS

7,327.89
Source: Derived from EARPDC Fixed Route Ridership numbers from October 2022 to June 2023



Economic Impact for Revised Route 
Recommendations – Compiling the Data
Calculation of Common Ridership –
How Ridership is Compared to Calhoun County MPO as a Whole

Source: Derived from EARPDC Fixed Route Ridership numbers from October 2022 to June 2023

# of Riders Compared to Population Estimates 
for Calhoun County MPO

1.7%

Monthly average ridership/monthly average # 
of trips

# of Riders Compared to Number of Trips in 
Calhoun County MPO

6.6%



Measuring the Impact in REMI TranSight

Quantifying Effective Transportation Distance

1-(average monthly ridership/ (total population of the MPO area or average monthly trips) * 
%increase in ridership)

Less than 1 means movement is relatively slower: places take longer to get to 

Greater than 1 means movement is relatively quicker: places take a shorter time to get to

Source: Derived from EARPDC Fixed Route Ridership numbers from October 2022 to June 2023



Measuring the Impact in REMI TranSight

Commuting Costs

Transportation Costs

Accessibility Costs

Source: Derived from EARPDC Fixed Route Ridership numbers from October 2022 to June 2023
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